Before the Industrial Revolution, all cultures were less
dynamic than since. Even in modern times, all the culture"
traits of a pattern, either in the West or in the East, are not
equally dynamic. "The material civilization, in our own
generation at least", says Wiley, "multiplies and develops at
prodigious speed. The automobile changes from the crude
'horseless wagon' to a superlative twelve-cylinder affair with-
in a few short years ... Our customs, however, show no
such rapid tendency to change. Our codes of morals are
modified but slowly. We still use the ceremonies of our
grand-parents. Our economic philosophy changes but
little. At the same time, our scientific knowledge is increas-
ing at an accelecated speed".1

It is not true to suggest that Western civilization is and
has been dynamic, while the Eastern civilization is and has
been static.

9. Psychological Traits

Among the traits attributed to Western civilization are
character, adventure, ambition, love of freedom, love of
money, humanitarianism and materialism. Contrasting traits
have been attributed to Eastern civilization. Maurice Parmelee
in his book ORIENTAL AND OCCIDENTAL CULTURE,
listed a series of such contrasting characteristics of the East
and the West. So have others who have written on the
subject. But Parmelee himself added that such generalisa-
tions were subject to many exceptions and qualifications.
"All of the characteristics to be mentioned apply to a certain
extent to both East and West* Moreover, they apply in a
varying degree to the different parts of the East, which is
much less united than the West, and more to India than
elsewhere. They are the norms set up by thinkers and

1.   Davis and Barnes, INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY; p. 579
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